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a8 THAT HATH AN BAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES.—Rev. Il. 7. 


No. 7. APRIL 1, 1849. Vou. XI. 
CHARITY. 


(From the Gospel Reflector.) 

In consequence of our bold testimony and the much plainness and — 
city which we use in describing the apostacy of the church, we are n 
accused of not having charity for all people who profess to worship God 
2 to the various systems of religion that are now extant. 3 

Therefore I think it necessary to insert a few remarks upon this subject, 
and set forth in plain terms some of the apostles’ ideas of true charity. Some 
have supposed that it is impossible for us to be actuated by true charity, when 
we are so.particular in describing the awful condition of apostacy, that so 
many of the human fatiily are in; and also when we contend that there cannot 
be but one right way to serve God, or in other words but one plan of salvation. 
Some say they have charity for all. bie | ; but does true charity lead 
any person to believe that the doctrines of all societies are right, or that there 
is more than one true plan of salvation? The apostle Paul 
lowing description of charity, —“ Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and angels, and have not charity, I am become as r A en, ance or a 
inkling cymbal; and though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I 
bestow all my to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned 
and have not ity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is 
kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth 
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, think- 
eth no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all 
things, believeth yeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.”—1 Cor. 
xiii Chapter. From the above we learn that charity rejoiceth not in false doc- 


trines but rejoiceth in the true doctrine of Christ Charity rejoiceth not 


in iniquity,” &c. We will now examine this subject and see whether or not 

the scriptures teach more than one true.gospel. Paul says, Though we or 

ral gel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you, than that which we 
we p 

the ‘apostle has denounced a curse upon any individual who should be so pre- 


sumptuous as to preach any other gospel the gospel of Christ. — 
no other gospel than the one the apostles preached, and the ancient saintsobeyed, 
H 


given the fol- 


reached unto you, let him be accursed.” Gal. i. 8. Here we see that 
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is the power of God unto salvation : and the curse of God inevitably will fol- 
low any person who deviates from it in his teaching. Christ said, ‘Verily, verily 
I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way the same is a thief and a robber.’’—John x. I. 
Now it is plain that there is but one entrance into the kingdom of God: all 
other pretended entrances are the works of men who try to climb up some 
other way. How niany doctrines did Christ acknowledge to be true ? I answer 
only one, and that was the one the apostles preached; and pronounced a 
curse upon all who should preach a different one. But says one, those Christian 
societies that call themselves orthodox, only differ in non-essential points. I 
reply, the scripture says nothing about non-essential points of the doctrine of 
Christ. The gospel is a perfect law of liberty, because, a perfect being de- 
vised it, and if it is changed in the least, it is rendered imperfect. For this 
reason I conclude that it is the very height of folly, to believe there can be 
more than one true order of the gospel. Anda man must be obedient to every 
principle of it, or it cannot be said in truth that he is obedient to the gospel 
of Christ. But to proceed. 5 
Charity in the full sense of the word is the love of God shed abroad in the 
hearts of the people of God; love towards your neighbours; assistance and 
friendship in the time of distress and danger. For instance we see a person 
in danger, and he ignorant of it, it would not be charity in us to flatter him 
in his dangerous condition, and thus expose him to more danger, or in other 
words, if any person is deceived, and is in a dangerous condition, and we know 
his condition to be an awful one; it is a charity in us, not only that, but, it is 
our duty to warn him of his danger and entreat him to forsake the evil way, 
instead of acknowledging his delusion to be good, and thus flatter him in 
_ Now let us examine the charity that Christ had for the Jews. 
At the time he made his appearance among them, they were divided into 
sects and parties, and had * — the covenant the Lord had made with their 
fathers while in the wilderness. Notwithstanding, the Mosaic law was given 
by divine direction, and the children of Israel blessed when they performed all 
the ordinances of that law, yet the Jews had made it void through the tradition 
of their elders, and imbibed erroneous opinions, grieved the spirit of God, 
apostatized, and were fit subjects to reject the Messiah. Christ said to the 
harisees and Sadducees, &c., But woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees 


hyocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for ye neither 


all the religions, the human family professed, they all had to come to 


&c. No person who believes the bible, doubts but Christ an 


&. 


| 
3 ves, neither Züffer ye them that are entering to go in: for y@-are 
ike unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? (See Math. 
xxii. chapter.) The Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees at this time professed 
to. be Moses’ disciples and to worship God according to the law. Christ com- 
man world, and. preach the gospel 
toe aptized shall be saved, and he 
i damned; none were exempt from this command. Furthermore, Christ said 
— to the Pharisees, you are of your father the devil and his works ye will do: 
of for he was a liar from the beginning.“ Paul said,.“ O thou child of the . 
a the 
* apostſes were actuated by true charity when they described the wickedness of 
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the above mentioned people, notwithstanding the boldness of their testimony, 
Now if Christ and the apostles had had the same kind of charity that the 
— want us to have, they would have said to the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
ibes, Alexandrians, Syrenians, &c., go on, you are doing well; this differ- 
ence of opinion is only of minor consequence. And if they had thus flattered 


them, what would have been the consequence? Would it not have involved 


them deeper in sin and'iniquity, and caused them to drink a greater draft of 
the intoxicating spirit pp Xm and encouraged them in their works of 
darkness? Let the reader answer this enn for himself. It certainly was 
pure charity that inspired Christ and his apostles to reprove the world. for 
their sins and corruptions; and why should it be considered an uncharitable 
act in.the Latter-day Saints to do the same, providing the world are in similar 
eircumstances. Indeed, the Jews were in a state of apostacy when Christ 
came, and they were all commanded to bow to his sceptre, and obey his gos- 
— and no other way, plan, gospel, or system of religion would save them 

m the consequenoes of their sins. 
Now if the Christian world in general are in a state of apostacy, which by 
the bye we have already proved, as will be seen in the first number of: this 
work, and. we have a knowledge of it, or in other words a knowledge of the 
wredictions. of the prophets and a s, on this subject: if we have charity 
r them, we will warn them of these things: Knowing the terror of the 
Lord,“ says the apostle, we persuade men.“ Therefore, knowing the 
pastacy of many: who profess Christianity and the awful consequences except 
y repent, and that Christ will come in the clouds of heaven, and with a 


flame of fire to take vengeance on them who know not God, and obey not 


the gospel. of Christ; charity prompts us to lift up our voices, and proclaim 
repentance, and the necessity of obedience to the commands of God: Again, 
the apostle says, as we have before quoted: Though I have the gift of pro oi 
and understand all mysteries, and have not charity I am nothing. No one 
who believes. the bible doubts but what Christ and the apostles were influenced 
by a philanthropic spirit, or charity, when they prophesied to the Jews their 
destruction. But we would naturally infer from the above quotation, that it 
is possible for a man to have the spirit of Farben- a knowledge of future 
events, and yet be in a degree destitute, of charity. With the spirit of pro- 
R or knowledge that Christ had of the destruction that was coming upon 
the Jews, if he had remained im silence, would he have showed that he bad 
charity for them. Certainly not. The circumstance of Jonah disobeying the 
command of God and taking a passage on board the ship for Tarshish, instead 
of going to Nineveh, is a remarkable instance of this kind. The Lord by the 
spirit of prophecy discovered to Jonah the great wickedness of the inhabitants 
of that city and the awful destruction that he had resolved to bring upon 
them, if they would not repent. Now Jonah having a knowledge of these 
things, also, the pride and haughtiness of. the Ninevites, concluded that if he 


testified these — to them it would cross them in their feelings and the 
be 


finger of scorn wou i at him and he would have to suffer much in 
order to accomplish this work. Therefore he determined in his own mind 
(no doubt) not to go to Nineveh, but let them dwell in ignorance, and the 

tion overtake them unawares. Thus we see that with all the know- 
ledge he had of the destruction that would have come upon Nineveh héd it 


not been for repentance, he was destitute of charity and turned from the 


ty. 


Now if we have a knowledge of the second coming of Christ, and the 
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terrible destructions that will come upon the wicked at the time, or those 
who are not prepared to meet him, s we hold our „ and make no 
exertion to reclaim them, that they may meet the with joy, and not 
with grief? Furthermore, it would be an act of injustice to destroy a people, 
without first giving them a fair warning of it. The prophets, Christ, and the 
apostles, have predicted the following concerning the destructions of the last 
days, at, or previous to the coming of Christ, Out of Zion the perfection of 
beauty, hath shined. Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence; 
a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be — tempestuous round about 
him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, (that he may 
judge his people.“) Ps. I. 2-4. Christ speaking of his second coming said: 
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my father only. But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming 
of the son of 3 be. For as in the ye that were before the ao — 
were eating an inking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the di 
Noah entered into aoe and — not until the flood — and took 23 
all away; so shall also the coming of the son of man be.“ Math. xxiv. 
36-39. But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that 
I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly, that the day of the Lord 
so cometh as a thief in the night, For when they shall say peace and safety, 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, and they shall not escape. 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 
thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness.“ 1 Thess. v. 1-5. Now from the above 
— 2 we learn that the Lord has decreed a destruction upon the human 
ily, and that the Lord Jesus is coming, and will overtake them as a thief 
in the night. And shall we remain in silence? no! we will testify these things, 
that the honest in heart may arouse from their slumbers, and prepare themselves 
to meet the awful day. If we have a knowledge of these things, and make 
ho exertion to rescue others from the impending destruction, we shall incur 
the displeasure of the Lord like Jonah. Charity inspires us to proclaim the 
truth, regardless ev feelings or men's opinions, that the Lord's people 
may be called out of Babylon, or from the midst of confusion, et they par- 
take not of her sins, and receive not of her plagues, for her sins and iniquities 
have reached to heaven, and her judgments slumber not, (see Rev. xviii. 4, 5.) 
** For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I 
yet pleased men I should not be the servant of Christ.”— Gal. i. 10. 5 


— 


REPLY TO A PAMPHLET, PRINTED IN GLASGOW, ENTITLED 
% REMARKS ON MORMONISM,” 


Suid to be printed with the approbation of Clergymen of different denominations. 
He that speaketh lies shall perish.” Prov. xix, 9. 


On the fifth page of the Remarks,” the author seems to think that it is con- 
trary to scripture for God to authorize his servants to curse, or for him to avenge 
bis enemies through his servants. But we inquire,—will not the Lord cause all 
—— be cursed? Did he not anciently 
tive his servants power, that “ whatsoever bound the earth should. be 
bound in the heavens?” Did not Paul curse those who ved not the Lord Jesus 
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Christ ? (1 Cor. xvi, 22.) Did he not curse, not only man, but even “an i 
from heaven,” if he should h any other gospel than the one the A es 
preached ? (Gal. i, 8, 9.) en Paul was smitten upon the mouth, did not 
say to the high riest which caused it to be done, God shall smite thee thou 
whited wall?” (Acts xxiii, 3.) If Ananias and Sapphira were smitten dead for 
telling a falshood in the presence of Peter; and Elymas for his wicked opposition to 
the truth, was smitten with blindness in the presence of Paul; who can say that 
the Lord will not show forth like power in the last days, and acknowledge the 
blessings and curses that shall be pronounced through his servants, by his autho- 
rity, in his name, and according to his will? Will not the two witnesses, mentioned 
in the xi. — of the Apocalypse, have power to smite and kill their enemies 
who shall seek to hurt them during the days of their prophecy? Will they not 
have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy; and 
have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they will,” until “they shall have finished their testimony” 
and be killed in the streets of Jerusalem? That God will execute vengeance upon 
the wicked through the medium of his Saints, is clearly predicted in the Psalm 
exlix. The Prophet David says, Let the saints be agg in glory ; let them sing 
aloud upon their beds; let the high praises of God 
edged sword in their hand ; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punish- 
ments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fet- 
ters of tron; to eel ag them the judgments written: THIS HONOR HAVE ALL 
HIS SAINTS. Praise ye the Lord.” i 

This author supposes that the Book of Mormon — any possibility, be 
the new covenant, as is stated in a revelation given through Mr. Smith, and refers 
to several passages of scripture, which he supposes to be contradictory to that idea. 


In reply we say, that there are many covenants which God has made with indi- 


vid in different ages of the world; as, for instance, the covenant with Noah, 
concerning seed time and harvest—the covenant of circumcision, made with Abra- 
ham and his seed—the covenant of the law upon Mount Sinai—the covenant made 


with Israel forty years after in the plains of Moab, (Deut. xxix, 1)—the covenant 


made with David and the Levites, concerning their posterity—the covenant of 
the Gospel, &c. Among these various covenants, there are two — — by the 
terms Old” and New.“ The old covenant of the law was done away in 
Christ, and by him the new covenant of the Gospel was introduced in its stead. 
The Jews, having rejected this new covenant, were broken off; the Gentiles, hav- 
ing received it; were grafted in. But soon after the Apostle’s death, the Gentiles 
also trangressed the laws—changed the ordinance, and broke the EVERLASTING 
COVENANT, (Isaiah xxiv,) and have corrupted the earth with their abominations, 
having lost the authority, powers, and blessings of said covenant. But now, in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, God bath renewed the everlasting covenant as 
made manifest in the Book of Mormon. This covenant, now renewed for the last 
time, is the same as introduced by Christ and his Apostles; and Paul testifies in 
Hebrews viii, that the gospel covenant is the New Covenant predicted by the pro- 
phets. Therefore, unless the Book of Mormon can be — not to contain the 

ospel covenant, there is nothing unreasonable nor unscriptural in the Lord's call 
ing it the “ New Covenant.” Now every one knows that the new covenant of the 
gospel, as revealed anciently, did not produce the results upon “ the house of Israel 
a house of Judah” that Jeremiah predicted ; for that covenant was to cause 
all Israel and Judah to “ know the Lord, from the least of them to the greatest of 
them.” That same covenant renewed in the last days will produce the results pre- 
dicted. The time for the gospel covenant to take effect among Israel, was placed 
in the future by Paul, (Rom. xi, 25, 26 and 27.) He says, “ that blindness in part 
is to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and so all 
Ter shall be saved: as it is written, there shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob; von THIS. i ur 
COVENANT UNTO THEM, WHEN I SHALL TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” Here, we see, 
that the fulness of the Gentiles must first come in before the gospel covenant will 
save all Israel and take away their sins. To this end, and for this purpose the 

Lord has renewed it, and sent it forth by his angel to be preached to every nation, 


in their mouth, and a two 
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will produce all the results predicted upon both Israel and Judah. 
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kindred, and tongue of the Gentiles first, to bring in their fulness, after which, it 


given January 19th, 


On page sixth, this author quotes a clause from a revelation, 
and let Mr Smith 


1841, commanding the Saints to build the Nauvoo Hovsx, 


and his heirs for ever afterwards occupy a certain portion of the same. (For be it 


remembered that Mr. Smith himself furnished a larger amount of capital towards 
its erection than any other person.) In the same generation,” this author exclaims, 
“in which he uttered his predictions” he was slain with impunity.” The 
establishment at Nauvoo is overthrown. The Saints are utterly exterminated from 
their Nauvoo Zion. Yea, their very Temple became a college in the hands of their 
enemies, and was ultimately consumed by fire!” Ifthe ‘author had read a little 
further in the same revelation, he would have found a very plain intimation that 
the Saints would be hindered from doing the work assigned to them. It reads 
thus:—* ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to an 
of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and those sons of men go with all 
their might, and with all they have, to perform that work, and cease not their dili- 
gence; and their enemies come upon them and hinder them from performing that 
work; behold, it behoveth me to require that work no more at the hands of those 
sons of men, but to accept of their — and the miquity and transgression of 
my holy laws and commandments, I will visit upon the heads of those who Aindered 
my work, unto the third and ‘fourth generation, 30 long as they repent. not and ‘hate 
me, saith the Lord God. “ * * © * * And this I make an 
example unto you, for your consolation, concerning all those who have been com- 
manded to do a work, and have been hindered by the hands of their enemies, and 
a —— saith the Lord your God.” Some five or six years after this prediction, 
e Saints were hindered by their enemies from completing that house. This was 
nothing more than what might have been anticipated from the intimation given in 
the revelation, Previous to the period in which this revelation was given, and for 
some time afterwards, the Saints enjoyed peace and tranquility in Nauvoo, and in the 
done round about, and to all human appearance there were no fears to be enter- 
ned that they would be hindered from building until the Lord indicated it by 
revelation. Therefore the martyrdom of Joseph Smith and the persecutions of the 
Saints, instead of weakening the evidence of the truth of the revelation, are confir- 


matorꝶ of its divine authenticity. 


The author of ‘the “Remarks” seems to exert every power of his mind in mis- 
representing our doctrine, in order to deceive the public. He says, — 27 the Doctrine 


and Covenants, sec. ciii., par. 35, “indisputable evidence is given of a fact which 


the Mormons uniformly deny, viz., that Soriptures are of no estimation in the 
opinion of a true Mormͤnn . 
The clause from the revelation reads thus: And again, verily I say wnto you, 
let no man stock to the quorum of the Nauvoo House, unless he shall be a 
believer in the of Mormon, and the revelations I haus given unto you, saith 
the Lord your God; for that which is more or less than this cometh of evil, and 
shall be attended with cursings and not blessings saith the Lord your God.” We 
see nothing in this passage to prohibit the Saints from believing in the Scriptures, 
but directly the reverse, they are, in this very quotation, uired to believe not 


only in the Book of Mormon, but in the revelations which had given them.” 


Now what “revelations” has the Lord given unto his Saints? I answer, the Scrip- 
tures, together with the Book of Mormon and many other revelations. Asa proof that 
the Soriptares are included among the revelations which God has given for the 
vernment of the Saints, we further quote“ Tu shalt take the things which thou 
récewwed, WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN UNTO THEE IN MY SCRIPTURES FOR A 
DAW, to be my law to govern my church.” (Doctrine and Oovenante, sec. xiii, 
16.) Hence, that which is more or less” than a belief in the Scriptures, and in 
all other revelations which God has given to the Saints, “:cometh of évil and shall 
be attended with cursings and not 
Tue death of Mr. Smith is next referred. to by this author. The cruel, cold- 
blooded martyrdom of Mr. Smith and his 3 , by an armed mob, who had 
painted themselves black for the occasion, is a circumstance too well known to need 
any comment here. Joseph Smith died a noble martyr for ‘his religion, innocent 
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of any crinies against the laws of his country : and in all cases, where he received 
a trial before the courts of his country, he was honorably acquitted. The various 
crimes alledged against him by bis murderous persecutors Were never sustained. 
His mprderers, knowing him to be innocent, had not the most distant hope of con- 
demning him by the law,—they merely issued their perjured writs against him for 
the purpose of dragging him into the midst of bis enemies, where they could murder 
him with impunity, where he had no friends to protect him. Mr. Smith never 
escaped from any former prison, as this author pretends ; he was taken by a band 
ef heartiess murderers in Missouri, who had just imbrued their hands in the blood 


of many of the Saints, and who had dragged little children from their hiding places, 


and murdered them, with the most horrid vaths. By this fiendish band, with 
many others, were thrust into prison, where they were kept many days, and were 
offered “human flesh” to eat, and threatened with death constantly. At length, 
however, they took them from prison and escorted them several days’ journey over 
the country, still saying that they intended murdering. them. The most of the 
s became beastly drunk, while the balance, being a little more humane, were 
unwilling to have them murdered, therefore they advised the prisoners to leave for 
the State of Illinois. Thus Mr. Smith escaped from this blood-thirsty banditti. 
Mr. Smith was not endeavouring to escape from Carthage prison, as this author 
insinuates, at the time this painted mob first made their appearance in the distance. 
They had rushed upon the building—burst open the door—shot dead his brother 
Hyrum, and severely wounded elder Taylor, one of the twelve, before he, (Mr. Smith) 
went to the window, where he leaned partially out, as if to shield himself from the 
shower of balls which were pouring — the door; in which position he was 
shot by the mob without, and his body fell to the ground. Before he expired be 
was taken by the mob and placed against a well-curb, after which four of the gang 
simultaneously raised their guns and shot him dead. This is according to the tes- 
timony of eye witnesses to the whole scene. ae 
This author proceeds to quote the words of our Saviour; —“ It cannot be that a 


| prophet perish out of Jerusalem.” And concludes that Mr. Smith could not be a 


. because he perished out of Jerusalem. But we ask, Where did Peter and 
aul perish? At Rome. Were they prophets? Les. Paul declares, Ephesians 
iii, that God had made known to him a certain mystery, by revelation, “‘which in 
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
holy apostles and PROPHETS by the Spirit,” Christ promiggd all of his apostles 
the spirit of prophecy, and expressly told them that the Holy Ghost should show 
them things to come. Look at the numerous prophecies contained in the writings 
of the apostles, all of which prove to a demonstration that they were great prophets, 
and yet the most of them perished out of Jerusalem! Itis very evident from theadjoining 
passages that our Saviour only intended to convey the idea of the wickednessof Jeru- 
salem, compared with other cities, and not that no prophets should, in a time tocome, 
perish out of Jerusalem. We do not wonder at this author using such flimsy, igno- 
norant, and foolish arguments; for there are none that can be used against the 
truth. Gross slanders, foul misrepresentations, and utions, are the only 


3 — that the devil or any of his emissaries ever used to overthrow the work of 


The next effort of this unknown author is, to quote a sentence from my traét 
( Divine Authority ”) and then, with all the cunning that he possessed, endeavour 
to misrepresent its meaning. | : | 

The sentence which he denounces, reads thus:—How could an impostor so far 
surpass the combined wisdom of seventeen centuries as’ to originate a system 
diverse from every other system under heaven, and yet harmonize with the system 
of Jesus and his apostles in every particular? What! an impostor discover the 
gross darkness of ages, and publish a doctripe perfect in every respect, against 
which not one scriptural argument can be adduced! The idea is preposterous! 
The purity and infallibility of the doctrine of this great modern prophet is a 

mptive evidence of no small moment in favor of his divine mission.“ 
What does this amount to,” inquires this deceptive author, “but that Smith has 


invented a more perfect system than that of Jesus Christ? And further, this 


author assumes that, “the system introduced by Christ has been on the earth under 
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heaven these eighteen hundred years,” But this is his own assumption 
f. Indeed, it is a false assumption; for the system of Jesus Christ includes 

ired apostles and and all the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghost 
which Christ promised. Now we ask this author if all these have been on the 
earth during “‘these eighteen hundred years? If not, then the system of Christ 
has not been on the earth during that time. It is true, we have the history of 
that system as it once existed on the earth. But where is the system now? Filed from 
under heaven, leaving only a history by which mankind understand that it once had 
lace on the earth. The system introduced through Joseph Smith which embraces 
inspired apostles and prophets, and all other powers, gifts, and blessings, is diverse 
from every system under heaven, and yet it harmonizes and agrees in every par- 
ticular with that system which Jesus once had on earth, but which has not, because 
of wickedness existed among men for many centuries past. Indeed, it is the same 
system renewed—the same offices, gifts, and powers restored, that mankind may 
once more have the system of Jesus among them preparatory to his second advent. 
On page eighth of the Remarks” the author pretends to quote a revelation 
contained in the fourth section of the Book of Covenants, purporting, as this 
falsely pretends, that the New Jerusalem should be built in this 1 — and 
that it should be dedicated by the hands of Joseph Smith, jun. Now, every one 
who has read the Book of Covenants, knows that there is no such declaration in 


that’ says he.shall dedicate the New Jerusalem; neither is there any intimation in 
the revelation that the New Jerusalem should be built in this generation. These 
are falsehoods of this wicked author’s own invention, which he has endeavored to 
palm off upon the public as though they were in our books. It is difficult to con- 
ceive how “ clergymen of diferent denominations” could approbate such wilful 
and barefaced falsehoods as are contained on almost every page of the “ Remarks” 
unless they were of the same spirit as its author. With regard to the New 
Jerusalem, we believe that there will be such a city built by the direction of the 
Almighty, in the place that he has appointed, and that it will be built between this 
and the expiration of the Millennium—that it will be preserved when the earth passe 
away—that it will afterwards come down out of heaven upon the New Bord, ont 
that it will be the abode for ever of immortal and glorified beings. We also believe 
that the old Jerusalem will be built upon the land of Palestine—that it will never 
afterwards * be plucked up nor thrown down,” (Jer. xxxi, 38, 39, and 40,) but will 
be preserved when the earth passes away, and will also come down upon the New 
Earth after the New Jerusalem has descended, and that both cities will be occupied 
from thenceforth with glorified and immortal beings, who will inherit the earth for 
ever and ever. 

The dimensions of this last city that John saw descending, are given in the 
twenty-first — of his book. John says, (verse 16,) And city lieth 


t JSurlongs,” which is 1500 miles; now it is rather 
improbable that the city should be 1500 miles in length and breadth, but it is not 
improbable that it should contain 1500 square miles; for 1500 square miles could 
all be contained in a city less than thirty-nine miles in length and breadth. There- 


‘tents. John further says, The length, and the breadth, and the height of it are 
1.“ Does this mean that the height of the city is to be nearly 39 miles, or 
——— to the length and breadth, or as our Scotland author says, “a perfect cube?” 
e think not. The expression was, no doubt, used to represent the great equality 
that existed in all parts of the city, as for instance, the length of parallel lines 
running in one direction (as north and south) should all be equal; and lel 
lines running at right angles (as east and west) through any part of the city 
should also all be equal ; while the height of the buildings in one part of the ci 
should be equal to the height of the buildings in any other part of the city. 


one place is equal to the length — bs parallel directions through any other 
place: the same equality characterizes the breadth, and the same equality charac- 


the book, and that this author has quoted falsely te deceive. Mr. Smith, in the 
year 1831, dedicated by commandment the temple lot; but there is no revelation 


four re, the length ts as large as the breadth: and he measured the city 
with reed, twelve — 


fore, the measurement of the angle, no doubt, had reference to the superficial oon- 


perfect equality seems to characterize every part of the city, that is, the length in 
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terises the buildings. We have no idea that the buildings will be 39 miles in 

80 as to form “a perfect cube.” Indeed, we very much doubt whether the 
buildings will be as high as the wall; for John says, the city “had a wall GREAT 
and Hang.“ How great and high was this wall? Only “an hundred and forty 
and four cubits.” Now, if the height of this city was to extend up 1500 miles, or 
even 39 miles, this wall could not be called “great and high” when eompared 
with such hage buildings. The wall would be immensely lower than the houses, 
and therefore would be very ill-proportioned to the city; but from the fact that 
the wall is called “great and HIGH” we may draw the conclusion that these splendid 
mansions were lower than the high wall with which they were surrounded. 

(To be continued.) 


EXTRACTS FROM CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Held Mar. 11th, 1849.—At this conference 11 branches were represented, con- 
taining 276 members, including 15 elders, 24 priests, 9 teachers, and 11 deacons. 
During the past quarter 18 had been baptized, 11 cut off, 10 received by letter, 7 


removed, 36 emigrated, and 1 dead. ; , 
| Lyon, President. 


Held Mar. 11th, 1849.—At this conference 14 branches were represented, con- 
taining 417 members, including one of the seventies, 30 elders, 26 priests, 10 teach- 
ers, and 5 deacons. During the past quarter 144 had been baptized, 18 cut off, and 
2 emigrated. 5 
| | JAMES FLANIGAN, President. 


SOUTH CONFERENCE. 


Held March 18th, 1849.—At this conference 10 branches were represented, 
containing 804 members, including 12 elders, 44 A 27 teachers, and 25 dea- 
cons. During the past quarter 54 had been cut off, 14 received by letter, 20 re- 


moved, 25 emigrated, 5 dead, and 316 baptized. 
JOHN HALL mar, President. 
L. TINDALL, Clerk. 


Che Latter-vap Saints Mtllenntal Star. 


APRIL I, 1849. 

The presidents of conferences are hereby informed that brother G. D. Wart has 
labored in this country faithfully for three years, in the midst of many difficulties 
and hardships. It is his privilege to return to the land of Zion, next fall; but the 
conference over which he presides is unable to give him the necessary assistance to 
help him and his family across the great waters; he is however able to obtain the 
means by the handy work of his own hands, in the business of cutting like- 
nesses with the scissors. We give Brother Watt liberty to travel among the con- 
ferences to obtain means in this way, while at the same time he will preach and 
instruct the Saints, where opportunity permits. We therefore call upon the presi- 
dents of conferences to use their influence with the Saints to aid him in thus obtain- 


i means. Ep 
8 


es 
le 
of 
10 
— 
— 

* 

——6—ẽ—5— — — 
— ——— -—ẽ —eä '. ͤ' ' — .' Ü——— —ä—ẽ h —— — 


— 


— 


106 LETTER TO A LIVERPOOL: MERCHANT. 


2 
* 
ra 
* 

>>" 

‘ 
* 
* 
* 
* 
ty 
be 7 
* 
as 2 
7 
28 * 


blood, with mild herbs, administered by the hands of a friend.“ If I 


In consequenec of the increased circulation of the Sran, we have been com- 
pelled to reprint the first five numbers of Vol. XI, which we etpect to be able to 
issue in a short time; then, orders standing over for these, will be executed; and 
we would recommend the book agents to ascertain how many in their respective 
districts will require these or any of them to complete their volumes. nies 


We now would record with feelings of commendation and gratitude, the conduct of 
some of the wealthier brethren and sisters. Many that went out during the emigra- 
ting season this spring, were aided in part, or altogether, with the means necessary 
for their deliverance ; possibly near two ‘hundred have thus been assisted, some by 

ift and some by loan, “to be returned in labor, produce, or cash, as the righteous 
fae shall direct;” and some to be returned in one or two seasons, as agreed, to 
this country; and no doubt the honest and industrious will fulfil their engage- 
ments: but if they should not, will they escape condemnation? no. And will the 
liberal not be rewarded? they will. Is it not blessed to give—to have the power 
and disposition to bless and comfort the Lord’s people? it is. And “ he that giveth 
to the poor lendeth to the Lord, and he shall in nowise lose his reward.” Have 
not many of the diligent and faithful been thus assisted? Will not the Saints, by 
their faithfulness and diligence, obtain like favors? they will. And will not the 
richer brethren yet strive to obtain similar blessings to those who have acted 


thus? yes. Have all the faithful and diligent been gathered? no. There are 


two sorts yet left, those who have proved themselves in the priesthood, and as yet 
cannot be spared, and those who have not yet proved themselves, unto whom more 
time is given. Up then, brethren, be active and the Lord will bless you; neither 
faint ye nor be weary in well doing, for in due time ye shall reap your reward.” 
Great will be the blessings of those who fulfil their engagements honorably, honestly, 
and faithfully, according to the law of God, which is a righteous law; and greater 
will be the blessings of those who have assisted, and who will yet assist the poor 
to gather, inasmach as they continue humble and faithful; they shall endure to 
the end—they shall be saved and exalted in the Kingdom of God. 


TO MR. D——, MERCHANT, LIVERPOOL. 


Dear Sir,—Since I called upon you, I have meditated upon your objections, argu- 
ments, and assertions ; and I most freely own the interview has confirmed me in 
my belief—that the Church of Jesus Christ of these the Latter-days, is of a truth, 
the Church and kingdom of God, —and that I have a good foundation to build my 
faith upon, I think must appear evident, from the following review of our conversation. 
I would first remark, your desire to evade conversation on our doctrines and ordi- 
nances, or rather the doctrines of Christ and of the Bible, is not less remarkable 
than common; almost all men, especially those commonly called preachers, pur- 

ly avoid these, and prefer haranguing for hours on the practices of the Saints— 
“The life that we now lead in the flesh“ — The character of Joseph Smith, of 
whom they know nothing, but manifest a credulity in newspaper stories so great, 
that I am led to inquire; have they so entertained the seducing spirit that they are 
given over “ to believe a lie” rather than the truth? | 

You think the Saints act as “ hypocrites” — if they take any medicine, because 
they believe these promises —“ They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
* you — — send the Elders, who shall 
anoint him with oil, and pray over him, and the prayer of faith shall save t : 
and the Lord wil raise him 
a2 ieve the of the Saints “ pray when they are afflicted, and si iritual 
, when they are merry.” They also know that “the prayer of faith avails 
much.” But I also commend those who “cleanse their stomachs, bowels, and 

with 1 should péltake 
of + 4 infusion or decoction for this purpose, say of senna, rhubarb of sarsaparills, 
and these preparations had been made by a druggist, if he has added any drugs or 
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isons to make. this medicine more effective, and should I partake of the same, 
orant of the addition of poison, would this harm me? Most assuredly, no. Else 

there is no truth in the promise of God. If ye drink any deadly poison, it shall 
not harm you.” Let the Saints know in all such cases when these herbal purifiers 
are not made by themselves, ask the spirit and blessings of God to rest upon them 
that this and all His promises to His children may be realized by them. We have 
in our churches, those who like Luke the physician, have forsaken the arts of men, 
in the exhibition of medicines, that they may minister the word and the spirit; 
having been called and set apart to this more acceptable work; and from these, in 
preference to others, if I required it, I would take the herbs, leaves, decoctions, 
and infusions of woods and roots that God has so abundantly provided for cleansing 
the blood, and causing the wheels of life to move more freely on. Again you w 
limit the liberty of the Saints, you must not wash in mineral waters for the cleans- 
ing of the diseased skin—no, no, only the laying on of the hands.” For my own 
part, if I required to cleanse my skin, I would wash either in the waters of Harrow- 

te, Cheltenham, Saratoga, or of the great Salt Lake, and if wisdom dictated, 
imbibe them also; and with God's blessing on medicines of his own preparing, not 
only consider myself safe, but have great—much greater faith in this, than I possi- 
bly could in any prepared by the degenerate wisdom of apostate man. , 

You ask, have not our chemists, druggists, and doctors acquired much useful 
knowledge from schools, books, and practical observations?” I suppose they have ; 
but tell me, if you can, how many more they have killed than they have cured? 
Have they not “sought out many inventions?” Have they not speculated, theorised, 
and experimented on the body of man? Have they not dug deep in the human 
body, lacerated and defaced that which is the image of God, and hid their works 
in the dark? They have, and I hesitate not to say, with them God is not well 
pleased ; indeed the dissecting room and its indescribable indecencies which I have 
occasionally witnessed are an offence, an abomination, and a stink in the nostrils of 
the great God. If he had intended that man should by his own invention discover 
various modes of curing sickness, would he ever have set an ordinance in his church 
for the healing of the sick? No! Again, if a man’s work is done on the earth, 
and there is an appointed time to man upon the earth,” can the medicines or wisdom 
of man, preserve or prolong the days of such aone? No! Or if sickness lay hold 
on him whose work is not yet done on earth, can the destroying angel or death 
cut short his days? No! What so simple and effective in such a case for the 

y removal of the disease, as the ordinance of God, lay hands on the sick, and 
SHALL RECOVER.” 

I would here pause and compare the wisdom and power of God as revealed unto 
us in the Gospel,—and the folly and weakness of fallen man, so abundantly mani- 
fest in his innumerable inventions to save sinners and heal the sick. To me, the 
simplicity of God’s plans shows forth in majestic grandeur His almighty power. 
When man asks what he must do to be saved, God replies, Repent and be baptized 
every one of you, FOR THE REMISSON OF YOUR SINS, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of bands.“ But the tedious, drivelling, expen- 
sive, gaudy, and innumerable inventions of man purposely to receive and confer 
these blessings, appear to me as foolish as they are in vain. Were I to proceed and 
show what, in the wisdom of man, is considered necessary for sal vation—the essentials 
and non-essentials, the orthodox and heterodox, my object in this letter would not 
be attained; their forms, ordinances, doctrines, creeds, and sects are as the number 
of a man—666! God's scheme is simple, noble, and like himself. “Arise and 
wash away thy sins.”—Again, the sick are commanded to call for the Elders, who 
ate to lay hands on them, pray over them, anointing them with holy oil, and the 
Lord will save and heal them how simple! and who doubts the ability of God 


thus to heal? Compare with this the nostrums, unintelligible, and as innumerable as 


the minerals, poisons, drugs, and systems of cure invented by man. The called and 
sent of God go forth to administer for the remission of sins and the healing of the 
siok in the name of the Lord, without purse, without price; but, alas! alas! how 
different is it with men and their systems, no pay, no cure,” neither can their sal 
vation be obtained by the living, er for the dead, unless these hirelings are well paid 
for what? nothing, and worse than this the displeasure of God 
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Am I not at liberty to have my teeth and gums cleaned and attended to by the den- 
tist, as I am to have my clothes made by a tailor? Certainly I am, or is the practical 
skill of the surgeon altogether to be laid aside, because of the erroneous theories of 
physicians? No! In certain cases of broken bones, &c., under the directions of the 
priesthood, the skilful manipulation of a practical surgeon, aecompanied with the 
ordinances God has set in His church are commendable, and a speedy cure to the 
faithful will follow. If matter has collected from cold and inflammation of weak 
re say a gum boil. Is this sickness? I think not. Shall I then take my own 
nife—perhaps not very clean, or the cleaner lancet of my brother, if he has one, 
and who can see this better than I can, or of a surgeon, and thus get quit of my 
in sooner? Or shall I continue to suffer till nature throw off this painful matter? 
Let others do this that will, I should prefer the former course, and who can con- 
demn me? The law of God does not. So then you perceive the Saints of God 
have “ the liberty of the sons of God,” and use it in this, as well as in other matters, 
and are not to be judged by the world. Know ye not that the saints shall judge 
the world.” We pretend to have received the spirit of God, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, the comforter that leads into all truth, and so long as we are guided 
by this heavenly intelligence, we are not likely to err—and surely they who are 
much if not altogether in error—in “ gross darkness and under a thick cloud,” are 
not well calculated to judge, however much they may be inclined to condemn us. 
I now proceed to another subject in our conversation“ that the Lord should 
ever have a righteous seed on the earth.” If there were 8 with Jesus some, 
or even one that should not taste of death, —if he would that they should remain 
on the earth till he came — these words of Jesus were fulfilled, and I 
think you would find it difficult to prove that John the beloved disciple ever died, 
then there has been a righteous seed on the earth; you seem to be under the impres- 
sion that the above quotation is from the bible; I do not at present remember that it 
is, and I am unwilling to say that it is not; nor have I time at present to examine 
whether it is: but I think I can clearly prove from the same record that an apos- 
tacy—a great falling away was to take place in the last days, a time when men 
would not endure sound doctrine, when the g would not be on the earth; 
% Now the spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall de- 
rt from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speak- 
ing lies in hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding 
to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats.” (1 Timothy iv, 1, 2, 3.) 
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of god- 
liness, but denying the power thereof; from such turn away.” (2 Tim. iii, 1—5. 
John saw an angel bringing the gospel to the earth; had it on the earth at this 
time, is it at all likely that God would send it again? No. The sending of it, and that 
too, by a holy angel, proves that it was not on the earth that no man held it, or had 
the authority of God—the priesthood to minister in its ordinances; if he had he 
could have confirmed the priesthood on his fellow, by revelation, as Moses did to and 
upon Aaron ; but no, the gospel had to be brought back from heaven, and that too by 
one who held the Melchisedec Priesthood, which is after the order of the Son of 
God; who could confer it upon one on the earth as he had been, and only thus, I appre- 
hend, and by faith and obedience could a righteous seed beagain raised up to minister 
rey ore in the name of the Lord on the earth: further, it is evident, when ever God 
had faithful and obedient sons on the earth, he communicated his will to them, by 
sending holy messengers, or by the revelations of his spirit, Rom. i, 16, 17, and 
those men have always held the — of God in earthen vessels; hence it is also 
evident that God has not had a church—His church on the earth; for the churches 
of men have had no revelations—no ministrations of angels—no power ; they have in 
some instances had the form; but they most strenuously “ deny the power,” or the 
necessity for such a power as the _ of God; they emphatically say—if not in as 
many words,—we admit there has no revelations, no ministrations of angels, and 
no power of God; “these are all done away, and no longer needed!” Oh, what 
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delusion! Have these not received strong delusion, that they might believe a lie 
and be damned? Paul says, The gospel of Jesus was, and it always is the power 
of God unto salvation.” . 
Let this for ever stand true, and let all others that hold for aught else, have 
the portion of the liar unless they repent ; that whenever God has a church and 
ple on the earth he REVEALS his mind and will to his le, and they believe 
and obey him in all things; and his church will alway be built upon and by apos- 
tles, prophets, evangelists, &c.; and never without these. From this also you may 
decide, whether any of the sects for ages, or now are His church. They are not. 
See, what is their foundation? a pope and cardinals form the foundation of one; 
s king and bishops of another, Mahommed of 2 third, Knox, Calvin, Luther, Wick- . 
liff, Wesley, Whitfield, &. &.; all form foundations for different parts of the 
same rotten and tottering edifice, that soon must fall; for it is not built upon the 
foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone. 
There is much bawling and crying aloud about this Jesus and about their bodiless 
God; but he answers them as the prophets of Baal were answered, when the 
wer of God was made manifest, when the faithful Elijah offered his offering to 
srael’s God. Some of the sectarians of modern days cry louder and louder to 
their God, tell him to come down in their midst and make manifest his power ! 
but fortunately for them he hears them not; could they endure or abide his pre- 
sence? No. Indeed they do not believe in revelation, and how then could they 


to get it ? 

you say we have a priesthood legally called and ordained, I reply let us examine 
it: you refer no doubt to the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery practiced 
still in John Knox’s church. Has this = power init? Is there any conveyed ? 
Have they any who impose their hands? NO. If so, what are its effects? Where 
did these get it? Did they obtain it from Knox, or the German reformers, or the 
English? If from any of these, whence came their calling and ordination? From 
the Church of Rome.—Is this a pure fountain? What do all sectarians—her own 
daughters—say on this subject? That she is the MOTHER of—HARLOTS! This places 
the daughters in a position neither to be envied nor mistaken, and their name! 
Do they, indeed, deserve it? Suppose for a moment however that the Church 
of Rome was a pure fountain: are not all her descendants by their schism 
and secession cut off? They are. Had she the power to do this? Certainly she 
had; for the apostolic power conferred was to bind on earth and it should be bound 
in heaven, to loose or cut off on earth and it would be loosed in heaven: and what she 
imparted inthe name of Jesusshe could withdraw. Butifyou reply sheherself had be- 
come an impure apostate, then I ask whence have your ordinations come? From 
an impure fountain ? certainly, for you do not believe in revelation, and none of the 
above weak foundations ever claimed, having received their gospel or ordination 
from any one on the earth, then holding the priesthood of God in purity, or from 
any angel or heavenly power. You will at once admit that the antiquity of any 
system or church is no 1 of its being genuine, or the true church of God; or 
all others must give place to the Romish; and the Dissenters to the Church of 
England, &c. 

There is another point I would draw your attention to: In the Church of Jesus 
Christ established in these the latter days—the fulness of the everlasting gospel is 
preached eee among the sects you find only the broken frag- 
ments scattered, each having a small portion, some more and some less; in one you 
find some of the ordinances that were and are in the Church of Christ; in another, or- 
dinances altogether disregarded ; in one, faith and repentance alone are taught as 
necessary to salvation, in another grace is obtained solely by good works; in one 
the salvation of the living only attended to; in another, the dead are not forgotten, 
but a great price is paid for their pretended deliverance; in one, plain dress seems 
to form a marked portion of their religion, in another the work of God is all un- 
seen, and in the heart; the outward man being only— | 

A heavy clog and burden of clay, for the 
Dissolution of which they long and pray, 


That their spirits may speedily flee away, 
To bask and sing, in everlasting day? 
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Hach holding for and advocating that form approved by the founders of his sect, 
and its n ; but ALL“ denying the power of God.” In the Church of 
Jesus Christ, you have the fulness of the everlasting gospel, which is the power of 
God{funto and upon all them that believe and obey—-you have faith, repentance and 
baptism by the living; and for the sor pL eV the form of God-likeness, also 
the power, and administered by men, in the order of God, who hold his power. 
ow is it that you and most others, clergy. and laymen, prefer declamation to 
argument—heap, and repeat innumerable and false newspaper stories, but decline 
comparing your doctrines ‘and theirs with those of the Saints, with. those in the 
bible? Is it a consciousness that all is not right in your state? It is. We have 
suffered much from slander ;' all manner of evil has been spoken against us falsely 
for the truth’s sake: Surely the promised blessings will be ours one day. Amen. 
Allow me, dear sir, before I close to show you, if possible, that these are the 
calamitous times of the last days so often spoken of. Have not perilous times 
come? Are not men’s hearts failing them for fear, looking for the things that are 
coming on the earth? Have there not been signs in the sun.and moon, and great 
distress of and among nations? Have not pestilence, and famine been stalling 
through the eurth and wasting the inhabitants thereof at noon-day? Doth not the 
earth waste away as well as the inhabitants thereof? Has not the earth lost power 
to bring forth roots that were to man as the staff of life? Have not thrones been 
cast down? Do not others totter.to falling? and who by the wisdom of man can 
tell when and where these things shall end? Look well and mark our. social, 
political, and 1 condition in this kingdom, whither have rer union, and 
prosperity fled? they are measurably gone? Did not the angel that John saw 
coming from the heavens, and bringing back the gospel to the earth, cry aloud, “the 
hour of His judgments is come, fear God and give him glory ”—that is, become 
his sons by obedienoe. Solomon says, the crown and glory of an old man are his 
children; Are his judgments over? surely no. Who shall abide the yet farther 
pouring out of the vials of his wrath, and the day of his coming § Only those 
who enter into an everlasting covenant with Him, by obedience, and who flee from 
the wrath to come, for the refuge that is set before them in the gospel—even those 
who gather to the land bl for the gathering of the sons of Zion—Israel’s 
seod—the pure in heart. | 
“Ohl vou, 1 can do very well with your doctrines, inasmuch as they are 
seriptural ; but this gathering and Joseph Smith I cannot do with at all. Could 
you not as well begin to build churches in this country and teach those correct 
scriptural} — es in them; and are not some of every nation to be saved?” 
John saw t had been saved “ out of,” not “ in, but out of every nation, 
kindred, and people,” Ge. We dare not disobey God, neither the teachings of his 
_ priesthood and spirit, all these cry aloud, “come ye out of her my people —Yes, 
come out of Ba — or confusion. And regarding Joseph Smith, let Christ 
dealare te those. who now despise, but will when he comes wonder and perish,” 
why ‘he chose a young man, weak and illiterate—a man “despised and rejected of 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,” and caused him to be ordained 
as a Prophet, Revelator, and Restorer to his church again on the earth; for my 
own part, I can wait this public defence of a man much beloved in the heavens 
and much. abused, as all his brethren the. prophets: have been, on the earth, for I 
already know. him to be the sent of God, through whom a dispensation of the 
gospel of power has been committed again tothisearth. 
hould you, sir, be convinced that we are the church of God, how great your 
trials to enter and become one of us, and how much greater after you have received 
the spirit of God l to descend from an honorable position among the sons of men, 
and commingle with the despised poor, to endure the scoffs and sneers of your rich 
compeers and former companions the. disobedience, frowns, disapprobation, and 
pes rebellion of your wife, clerks, brothers, sisters, and friends, and the possible 
oss in a measure of your business and connexion.—Alas! how hard it is for a rich 
man to enter the ingdom of God, and to endure and be saved therein! how 
many apostate fashions, customs, and luxuries of “ civilised life” have to be 
ven up! But, sir, reflect for a moment, do these confer and increase the real 
or enjoyments of men? no; they often add to his sorrows and bring 
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misery, ruin, and pain. And “ what. will not a man give in exehange for the salva- 
tion of his soul? . Wen not the ancient, patriarchal, pastoral enjoyments of the 
sons of God far more conducive to peace, health, and happiness, than the artificial, 
collected, civilised chicanery of this enlightened ms most asssuredly ne were. 
That you may be led and guided by the Truth to the obedience of Faith, and 
share in the salvation, blessings, and enjoyments of the sons of God in His king- 
dom is my earnest prayer in the name of the Lord. Amen. ne 
ROWN. 


Liverpool, March 18, 1849. 


LINES SUGGESTED ON ORSON SPENCER LEAVING ENGLAND, 
FOR THE VALLEY OF THE SALT LAKE. 


‘ Pilgrim o’er the mighty waters, 
Sad, we all bid thee farewell, 
Though, perhaps, it will not reach thee, 
Whither thou art gone to dwell. 


Pilgrim o’er the mighty waters, 
May the ship her canvass sweep, 
And the waves with softer motion, 
Safely guide thee o’er the deep. 


Pilgrim o’er the mighty waters, 
Thou hast left a name behind, 

That shall stand when nations tremble, 
And the judgments rolling wide. 


n o’er the mighty waters, 3 
Saints shall hail thee on that shore, 
And thy children run to weloome 
Their long-expected father home. 


Pilgrim o’er the mighty waters, 
Thou shalt return to thine own land, 
Deck’d with laurels, full of honor, 
In the fight for Israel’s cause. 


Pilgrim o’er the mighty waters, 
We hope to meet with thee 

In the rocky mountains, whither 
All the Saints will gladly aim. 


LINES BY MARY SHIELDS. 
SPOKEN AT THE SAINTS SOIREE, GLASGOW, JAN. 1, 1849. 


Enwrapt in thought, I stood, one day of late, 

Reflecting on the glories of our future state, 

No tongue can tell—nor pencil’s art reveal 
The peace—the joy of heart I then did feel; 

It was. as if it passed before my view, 

The glories of a thousand years below; 


5 1 felt the Spirit of the Lord within, 


For all was tranquil, joy and peace of mind. 
I stood as in the silence of repose, 

And viewed the stakes of Zion as they rose: 
Cities, temples, towers—grand was thé sight! 
It filled my soul with joy—yes, pure delight. 
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